laboratories such as those in Poland. In Poland, there have been two major changes in the way laboratories are funded and operated since the transition to a democratic system of government. As a result, a new emphasis has been placed on the importance of graduate students in making a research programme successful. First, there has been the creation of a government grant scheme, awarding grants to researchers holding PhDs and Habilitation degrees -the qualification that allows a PhD to teach at universityon merit, as determined through a peerreview process. Second, there has been a movement away from the strict hierarchical structure which typified the traditional Polish laboratory. Instead of a team of researchers holding permanent positions and led by the head of the laboratory, contemporary Polish laboratories are associations of research groups consisting of principal investigators and graduate students working on the realization of research proposals.
Unfortunately, the government fellowships now offered in Poland to graduate students are inadequate to maintain a reasonable standard of living. As a result, principal investigators in Polish laboratories, facing strong competition from the West, will be unable to keep enough graduate students to perform research. Furthermore, there will be little incentive for the new generation of Polish scientists trained in western Europe to return to Poland and start their own laboratories, if they find a lack of qualified candidates for their research programmes.
What can be done to avoid this First, although climate modelling has advanced during the past five years, this is not the main reason for the revised range of temperature projections. The higher estimates of maximum warming by the year 2100 stem from a more realistic view of sulphate aerosol emissions. The new scenarios assume emissions will be reduced substantially in the coming decades, as this becomes technically and economically feasible, to avoid acid rain. Sulphate emissions have a cooling effect, so reducing them leads to higher estimates of warming.
Second, it is incorrect to say that the report does not consider new research on a possible change, or even shut-off, of the North Atlantic thermohaline circulation. This important new insight is addressed and assessed in detail in chapters seven and nine, amplified in the technical summary of Working Group I and explicitly carried over to the summary for policy-makers. All relevant and recent publications are cited.
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Right person, wrong sex
Sir -Although the enthusiasm of research institutions to showcase the important contributions from women scientists is understandable, I hope it hasn't extended so far as to change the gender of Clair Patterson, the man who gave us the age of the Earth -but was referred to in a book review (Nature 409, 20; 2001) as "she".
